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have been had the child not acted as I have sup-
posed. It is not, therefore, by any means certain
that the condition of the weather is solely deter-
mined by physical conditions the effect of which
could even conceivably be calculated beforehand.
Hence it is conceivable that a change in the future
of the weather might be made without any inter-
ference with the physical laws actually in operation.

If the object of our desire be the recovery of a
friend from sickness, it is obvious that far more
enters into his progress than merely the operation
of physical or physiological laws. The soundness
of judgment of the physician, the carefulness of the
nurse, may have a great deal to do with his recovery
or the reverse. There is not, therefore, in this case,
as in the case of the weather, the preliminary diffi-
culty leading to a questioning of the propriety of
praying for the accomplishment of the object of
desire.

Yet, even in this case, the utility of any such
prayers has been called in question. Some years
ago, a proposal was made to test the thing by
experiment; to take two hospitals, as nearly alike
as might be, to pray for the patients in the one but
not for those in the other, and to observe the result.
But it is obvious that the conditions of the proposed
experiment are such as to render prayer in such a
case absQlutely impossible. It would be impossible